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Katie’s Garden: Plants for dry shade 
 

 

Perennials & alpines 

Alchemilla mollis (Lady’s Mantle) 
Arum italicum 
Bergenia (Elephant’s Ears) 
Brunnera 
Convallaria (Lily of the Valley) 
Digitalis (Foxglove) 
Epimedium 
Euphorbia a. robbiae 
Geranium macrorrhizum 
Geranium nodosum 
Geranium phaeum 
Hedera (Ivy) 
Helleborus foetidus 
Iris foetidissima 
Lamium  
Liriope muscari (Lilyturf) 
Pachysandra terminalis (Japanese Spurge) 
Polygonatum (Solomon’s Seal) 
Primula japonica 
Pulmonaria (Lungwort) 
Tellima grandiflora (Fringe Cups) 
Teucrium chamaedrys (Wall Germander) 
Thalictrum (Meadow Rue) 
Vinca (Periwinkle) 
Viola labradorica (Alpine Dog Violet) 
 

Climbers 

Lonicera japonica Halliana 
Lonicera periclymenum Serotina 
Lonicera x tellmanniana (Honeysuckle) 
Parthenocissus tricuspidata (Virginia 
Creeper) 

Shrubs 

Berberis x stenophylla 
Camellia 
Cotoneaster 
Elaeagnus x ebbingei 
Euonymus fortunei 
Fuchsia magellanica  
Garrya elliptica 
Hypericum calycinum  
                                   (St John’s Wort) 
Ilex aquifolium (Holly) 
Lonicera nitida  
                       (Shrubby Honeysuckle) 
Kerria japonica 
Mahonia 
Osmanthus delavayi 
Osmanthus heterophyllus 
Prunus laurocerasus (Cherry Laurel) 
Prunus lusitanica (Portugal Laurel) 
Pyracantha (Firethorn) 
Sarcococca (Sweet Box) 
Taxus baccata (Yew) 
Viburnum 

 

Ferns 

Asplenium scolopendrium 
Dryopteris filaz-mas 
Polypodium vulgare 
Polystichum aculeatum 
Polystichum setiferum 

 
The plants on this list should succeed in dry, difficult situations under trees or 
between shrubs, especially if mulched in spring before the soil dries out.  
If your soil is a little damper you can grow a much wider range, including those listed 
on our Plants for Shade list. 


