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Autumn is here and that means ‘proper’ 

gardening season is too. 

There is certainly still plenty of choice for instant 

pleasure, from flowers and berries and colourful 

leaves, but at this time of year focus starts to shift 

to the big picture and to the plants that will be 

long-term features in your garden. 

In summer we are often chasing our own tails, 

keeping up with watering, weeding, pruning and 

mowing, but now there is the breathing space to 

really think about what could be improved and to 

tackle the bigger jobs. 

With the weather cooling and plants entering 

their dormant phase, it is the optimum time for 

getting new planting settled in and for moving 

any that are in the wrong position. 

Trees, hedging, roses and shrubs are among 

those that are best put in during autumn and 

winter, particularly in the free-draining soils that 

are common in East Anglia. 

These are the plants that will give structure and 

focal points for your garden. 

Planting can be carried out any time just so long 

as the soil isn’t waterlogged or frozen, as digging 

in these conditions can damage the structure of 

the soil, making it a less palatable place for plants 

to grow. 

For proper gardening season you want a proper 

garden nursery. Katie’s Garden Plant Centre 

stocks a good variety of trees, hedging and other 

garden plants and is able to source an even wider 

selection on request. 

Hedging plants can be bought to fit most budgets 

and levels of patience, from good-value 

‘bareroot’ plants for just a few pounds each up to 

premium ‘instant effect’ specimens. Not just for 

the edges, hedges can be used to screen grot-

spots, shelter seating areas, and divide the 

garden into rooms. 

• Shop for trees, hedging plants and roses for 

collection and free local home delivery at 

www.katiesgarden.co.uk/shop-online 
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Tall hornbeams are used for the 

boundary of this garden, with lower 

hedging used to break it up into ‘rooms’ 

ADVICE 

gardening season 
‘Proper’ 

options including heights, growing 

conditions and aftercare.  

If you prefer to see what you are getting 

in person, the nursery is open nearly 

every day of the year, with a much 

wider range than is listed online.  

Larger quantities can be sourced to 

order, as can different sizes to suit your 

budget, and there are no worries about 

trying to cram big purchases into your 

car, with free local delivery subject to a 

minimum spend of just £40. 

Adding structural plants such as trees, 

hedging and shrubs can make a big 

difference to your garden. It can also 

feel like a big decision.  

The Katie’s Garden online shop has lots 

of information on the most popular 



POTTED HEDGING 

If you just have a few gaps to fill, 

there is no minimum order for 

small potted hedge plants. The 

same varieties as the bareroot 

range, starting from £1.99 for 

hawthorn, up to £3.99 for 

evergreen cherry laurel. 
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BAREROOT HEDGING 

Get more for your money with 

bareroot hedging plants. 

Bundles of 25 field-grown plants 

are priced £37.50 - £75. Includes 

hawthorn, hazel, spindle, beech, 

dog rose, guelder rose, privet, 

hornbeam and more. 

ORNAMENTAL TREES 

A wide range of crab apples, 

ornamental cherry blossom, 

birch and rowan are £59.99 - 

£64.99 for pot-grown plants 

that are around 5-7ft tall, 

alongside other deciduous and 

evergreen varieties. 

PREMIUM HEDGING 

Premium hedging plants give 

instant impact and are also 

suitable as standalone shrubs. 

Including cherry laurel from 3ft 

to 5ft, priced £20-£39, as well as 

box-leaved holly, yew, cedar and 

4-5ft Red Robin for £59. 
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Hedging and trees from Katie’s Garden 

Shop online at www.katiesgarden.co.uk 

HEDGING TO ORDER 

Sizes ranging from 1ft to 6ft are 

available at Katie’s Garden from 

November to February, with 

much more choice available to 

order, for collection or home 

delivery, including bareroot,   

pot-grown and rootballed. 

FRUIT TREES 

Choose from apples, pears, 

plums and other stone fruits, 

grown on rootstocks to limit 

their ultimate size. Priced 

£49.99 each for pot-grown 

plants with current sizes of        

4-6ft. 



Lucy, Lynda, Anna and Tracy of Katie’s Garden 

helped plant the show garden at the Chelsea 

Flower Show, while Jane, Rose and Catherine 

all worked as stewards during the event 

2025 at Katie’s Garden
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Fundraising sales were held at the nursery for Helping Hands Suffolk, which supports homeless and 

vulnerable people in Ipswich, with plants also supplied to schools and good causes including Suffolk 

Wildlife Trust and the RSPCA  to sell for much-needed funds. In September, Susie and Lynda helped 

Grange Farm Primary School in Felixstowe plant out wildflowers on the school grounds.

It was a double triumph for East Anglian 

horticulture this year, with Suffolk

Plant Centre again supporting Norfolk

Carey Garden Design Studio for their entries in the 

most prestigious flower shows in the country.

 

At the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 

Goddard Freedom to Flourish Garden 

Best Small Garden along with a gold medal. 

LOOKING BACK 

Hanging baskets are a speciality at Katie’s Garden, and owner Susie shared the secrets to 

success at a series of workshops. Felixstowe Town Centre, The Deben Inns, Kesgrave Bell, 

Tuddenham Fountain, Martlesham Black Tiles and Chelsworth Peacock were among the many 

businesses and homes adorned with the nursery’s baskets and planters this year. 

The pollinators of the Woodbridge area were 

able to find ever more flowers to feed from 

thanks to Bee Cafes CIC, supported by Katie

Garden. 



Katie’s Garden 
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Katie’s Garden plants were donated to and 

sold at many of the gardens on the St 

Elizabeth Hospice Great Garden Trail, with the 

‘thank you’ party held at the nursery. 

Fundraising sales were held at the nursery for Helping Hands Suffolk, which supports homeless and 

vulnerable people in Ipswich, with plants also supplied to schools and good causes including Suffolk 

needed funds. In September, Susie and Lynda helped 

Grange Farm Primary School in Felixstowe plant out wildflowers on the school grounds. 

It was a double triumph for East Anglian 

horticulture this year, with Suffolk’s Katie’s Garden 

Plant Centre again supporting Norfolk-based 

Carey Garden Design Studio for their entries in the 

most prestigious flower shows in the country. 

At the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, The Addleshaw 

Goddard Freedom to Flourish Garden was awarded 

Best Small Garden along with a gold medal.  
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Shortly afterwards there was another gold, for The 

Alan Partridge Sound Bath Garden at the RHS 

Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival.  

 

For both entries a large proportion of the plants 

were grown at the Katie’s Garden nursery.  

 

Plants are already in production for the 2026 

Chelsea Flower Show! 

Plants grown at the nursery were sold by numerous independent shops in Suffolk, from Snape 

Maltings to Helmingham Hall, Suffolk Food Hall, Alder Carr Farm Shop and across to Bridge Farm 

Plants near Lavenham, with many other outlets in between. St Elizabeth Hospice has been able to 

raise thousands of pounds this year through the sale of Katie’s Garden plants at its shops.  

Surplus garden tools found new homes 

at Katie’s Garden’s spring ‘tool swap’ in 

aid of Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

The pollinators of the Woodbridge area were 

able to find ever more flowers to feed from 

thanks to Bee Cafes CIC, supported by Katie’s 

LOOKING BACK 



Your garden 

However often it is said that 

autumn is the best time for 

planting, it is inevitable that many 

people will be considering their 

gardening year done. 

But with flowers dying back and 

the framework of your garden 

being revealed, now is a good 

opportunity for seeing where 

borders need redesigning, 

moving or creating, and where 

permanent planting can be most 

effective. 

It is a time to reflect on what 

worked, and what needs 

changing, while it is still fresh in 

your mind. 

Were there plants that seemed to 

struggle in too much sunshine, or 

others that would have liked a 

brighter spot? 

Was it a bit boring around your 

seating area, or did pathways get 

swamped with triffid-like growth? 

Was there a plant that did 

brilliantly that you’d like to have 

lots more of? 

Would you have liked more pink 

in April, or more height in July?  

When you do the washing-up is 

the view from the kitchen 

window of spirit-lifting flowers, 

or is it of the bins? 

At this time of year it can be 

much easier to take in the 

structure of your garden and to 

work out what changes will really 

help. 

Most plants find it easier to be 

moved and planted during these 

cooler, wetter months when they 

are dormant, so don’t rule out the 

possibility of a digging day or 

two, even if you hadn’t been 

planning to spend much time in 

the garden until spring. 

If you’re not sure where to get 

started, the staff at Katie’s 

Garden Plant Centre can offer 

friendly knowledgeable advice 

and suggestions whenever you 

visit and source any plants you 

need that aren’t already in stock.  

For extra help, the nursery’s 

resident garden designers can  

carry out site visits, draw up 

plans, arrange delivery of plants 

and even carry out the planting if 

you wish.  

If you would like a proper sit 

down chat to get ideas, free 

initial consultations can be 

booked to take place at the 

nursery with Katie’s Garden’s 

designers, who can help you 

work through the possibilities for 

your garden. 

There are a mixture of different 

things to consider when 

redesigning gardens, and even 

just borders, both personal and 

practical. 

Perennials and herbs can 

transform an outdoor space in a 

matter of months, as shown in 

these photos of The Medicinal 

Garden at Katie’s Garden in 

April (below) and again in July 
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transformed 



Practical includes the size of the 

space, whether it is sunny, shady, 

windy or on a slope, the type of 

soil, and the sort of budget you 

want to work with. 

But you should also think about 

your personal preferences.  

Is there a look you would like to 

have, such as cottage garden, 

Mediterranean, formal or exotic? 

Would you like the seclusion and 

privacy of taller plants; to leave 

spaces for entertaining? 

Realistically, how much time do 

you think you will want to spend 

on maintenance? Do you want 

grow-your-own and cut flowers, 

or something easier to care for? 

Once you have the answers to all 

these questions you will be in a 

much stronger position to plan 

out a garden that works for you. 

• To arrange an appointment, fill 

in a Garden Design Advice form 

at www.katiesgarden.co.uk/           

garden-design 
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Garden solutions 
at www.katiesgarden.co.uk/shop-online 
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Let them choose with 

gift vouchers - £10 and 

£25 - posted to any UK 

address. 

Quality metal 

planters filled with 

winter colour in a 

choice of sizes and 

designs. Priced £40 

and £50 with free 

delivery to much of 

south east Suffolk. 

Book a garden visit from one 

of our designers - to your 

home or maybe to a loved 

one’s! The great way to get 

ideas. Priced from £48. 

Get a grip on the basics with 

this to-the-point light-hearted 

book, priced at £6.99. 



The Flourishing Garden is written, designed and published by Katie’s Garden Plant Centre. No reproduction without permission. 

Open 10am-4pm every day, early Jan to mid Dec 

Ipswich Road, Newbourne, Woodbridge, IP12 4NS 

info@katiesgarden.co.uk      01473 736717 
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Delivery area 

Christmas delivered 
to your door! 

Buy the tree you see!  

Browse our online gallery from 

late November and choose the 

exact tree you would like 

delivered to you!  

Pre-order Christmas trees online now, or visit 

the nursery from late November for ‘non-

drop’ Nordmann Firs, from 4ft to 8ft, priced 

£40-£75. Traditional Norway Spruce are £32 to 

£60. Larger sizes available by pre-order. 

Living pot-grown Nordmanns start at £35 for 

3ft plants, up to £65 for 5ft, with other 

varieties available too, including Norway 

Spruce, Fraser Fir and Blue Spruce. 

Free delivery offered 

on Christmas trees 

and wreaths to our 

delivery area. 

Subject to minimum 

spend of just £40. 

Select your week of 

delivery. 

Order online or visit 

us in Newbourne.  

For full details visit 

our website. 

Luscious 12” and 14” wreaths 

are available as simple foliage 

rings for you to add your own 

personal touch. Get wreaths 

fully decorated by us with 

cones, berries, bows and 

more for £25. 


